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* Al Overview

In a public health context, dismantling the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) would pose extreme risks and offer no widely
recognized health advantages. These agencies are foundational to public health
protection, and their elimination would weaken critical safeguards against unsafe food,
drugs, and environmental hazards. ¢

Advocates for dismantling these agencies generally argue that they impose regulatory
burdens that stifle economic growth and individual liberty, rather than proposing a direct
health benefit. However, critics argue these potential benefits are far outweighed by the
severe health consequences of deregulation. @

Potential health consequences of dismantling the FDA

* Increased foodborne illness: Without the FDA's enforcement of safety standards and
inspections, there would be a higher risk of food contamination and outbreaks of
foodborne diseases. This would likely lead to more widespread illness and death.

* Access to unsafe drugs and devices: The FDA is responsible for evaluating the
safety and efficacy of all drugs and medical devices before they can be sold to the
public. Without this oversight, people could be exposed to ineffective or dangerous
products.

e Erosion of consumer trust: Decades of FDA regulation have fostered public
confidence that approved products meet certain safety and quality standards. The
absence of this trust could lead to widespread public uncertainty and potentially
dangerous self-treatment.

» Slower and less predictable drug access: A chaotic, unregulated market would not
necessarily speed up access to new medicines. Instead, it could lead to an
unpredictable market where some beneficial treatments take longer to get to the
public. @

Potential health consequences of dismantling the EPA
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deaths from respiratory and heart problems. Dismantling the EPA would increase air
and water pollution, leading to more iliness and death.

* Increased toxic exposure: The EPA regulates hazardous chemicals, waste, and
pesticides. Eliminating this oversight would increase exposure to toxic substances in
the environment, which could cause higher rates of cancer, birth defects, and other
severe health issues.

» Disproportionate harm to vulnerable communities: Without EPA enforcement, low-
income and minority communities that are already disproportionately affected by
pollution would face even greater environmental health burdens.

* Undermined scientific research: The EPA's scientific research is crucial for
understanding and addressing environmental and public health risks. Eliminating the
agency would stifle this research, making it harder to prepare for and respond to
future environmental and health challenges. @

Counterarguments often cited by critics of the FDA and EPA

Arguments for rolling back regulations or dismantling agencies like the FDA and EPA
generally center on economic benefits rather than direct improvements to human health.
These arguments include:

* Reducing costs and boosting productivity: Industries would no longer have to
spend money on compliance, potentially leading to lower production costs and higher
profits.

* Accelerating product development: Less regulation on pharmaceuticals and medical
devices could theoretically speed up the time it takes for new products to reach the
market.

* Encouraging innovation: Some argue that a less-regulated environment fosters faster
innovation, though others argue that a stable regulatory environment drives
predictable, science-based innovation. ¢

However, these claimed economic gains are highly contested, with many studies finding
that the health benefits of regulation, such as reduced illness and increased productivity,
outweigh the costs. @
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devastating consequences to human health. The EPA-targeted rules could...

AP www.ap.org §

The Trump administration's NIH and FDA cuts will negatively ...
May 14, 2025 — Sherry Glied Nonresident Senior Fellow - Economic Studies,

Center on Health Policy. ... * Over the past four months, the Trump...

B Brookings

Why Eliminating EPA's Research Arm Endangers Public ...
Jun 18, 2025 — The EPA's Office of Research and Development is more than a

scientific institution—it is a national asset that underpins health, security,...
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© The Equation - Union of Concerned Scientists
https://blog.ucs.org > dminovi » who-benefits-from-dism...

Who Benefits from Dismantling EPA Science?

Mar 26, 2025 — A little-known EPA office whose research protects us from carcinogens and pollution is
at risk of being silenced. Why?

People also ask

How does EPA protect human health? v
What are the downsides of EPA? v
What are the positives of the EPA? v
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@ Global Biodefense
https://globalbiodefense.com » 2025/06/18 > why-elimi...
Why Eliminating EPA's Research Arm Endangers Public ...

Jun 18, 2025 — Dismantling the EPA's Office of Research and Development would unravel decades of
environmental protection, undercut emergency preparedness for CBRNE threats.

Beyond Pesticides
https://beyondpesticides.org » dailynewsblog » 2025/02

®

Trump Administration's Dismantling of Federal ...

Feb 24,2025 — The firing of fed workers will have a broad impact on programs to protect health and the
environment—need local and state government action.
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m The Hill
https://thehill.com » pundits-blog » energy-environment
Dismantling EPA regulations hurts both health and economy

Dec 10,2016 — To the contrary: several studies show that environmental regulations save us far more
than they cost. Not only do they prevent premature deaths, ...
Missing: advantage | Show results with: advantage

National Institutes of Health (NIH) | (.gov)
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov » articles » PMC12185558

®

The alarming consequences of workforce reductions at ...

by DR Dietrich - 2025 — Moreover, it will prevent the agency's ability to tackle urgent environmental
challenges, including climate change and environmental pollution, which scientists ...

o Inside Climate News

https://insideclimatenews.org > News

Dismantling of EPA's Scientific Research Arm Fulfills Key ...

Jul 21, 2025 — Dismantling of EPA's Scientific Research Arm Fulfills Key Chemical Industry Goal.
Companies feared rules and lawsuits based on the Office of ...

@ Council on Foreign Relations

https://www.cfr.org » backgrounder > what-fdas-role-p...

What Is the FDA's Role in Public Health?

The FDA played a central role in the pandemic response, given its responsibility to authorize drugs,
treatments, and vaccines to combat the disease. The agency ...
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Oct 15, 2024 — EPA has been a key agency to help cut greenhouse gases contributing to human-caused

climate change and its harmful impacts on people and the ...
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e Truthout
https://truthout.org > Articles > News

Trump Aims to Overhaul thé FDA. What Does That Mean ...

Jan 27,2025 — "Attacking and displacing FDA experts would be disastrous for millions of Americans,”
agreed two medical professors in a Health Affairs op-ed. ...
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@ The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com > us-news > feb » trump-...

'It would be devastating'’: inside Trump'é plan to destroy the ...

Feb 9, 2024 — Trump has made campaign promises to toss crucial environmental regulations — including
dismantling the federal body with the most power to tackle the climate ...
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